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MANA de Topeka Scholarship
The purpose of the MANA de Topeka Scholarship Fund is to assist Latina/e students in completing their higher education. These scholarships are available on a competitive basis. 

ELIGIBILTY: Latina/e preparing to enroll or re-enrolling part-time (9hrs) or full-time (12hrs) in a community college, university or technical school program are eligible to apply.  
· All candidates must graduate from high school or compete GED before the semester they intend to begin college or technical school.
·  All candidates must be a resident of the city of Topeka and/or Shawnee County.  
·  2.5 GPA or higher. (Copy of Transcript) 
· All candidates must demonstrate leadership and community involvement.   
· All candidates must complete the full application and supply the required documents. (application, copy of transcript, essay and a recommendation letter)
· Past recipients and past applicants may apply.
AWARDS: MANA de Topeka will offer multiple scholarships awards in the amount of $1,000 for the Fall 2025 and $1,000 for the Spring of 2025. The deadline for Fall is March 24, 2025. The deadline for Spring is Nov. 3, 2025. 

SELECTION:
An independent Judging Committee selected by the MANA de Topeka Scholarship Committee will make scholarship awards decisions. The Board of Directors may be called in case additional votes are required.
Each application is read and rated by the Judging committee. From the higher rated applications, finalists are selected. Applications will be evaluated on the following criteria: 
· A short essay (see essay criteria) 25%                    
· Demonstrated leadership qualities 25%                    
· Involvement/Volunteerism in the community 25%                       
· One Recommendation 25% 

MANA de Topeka Application Form
Choose one:  
· Fall Semester Only
· Spring Semester Only 
· Spring and Fall Semester

First and Last Name:
______________________________________________________________________________ 
Email Address:
__________________ __________________________________________________________

Date of Birth: ________________________________________________________________
Have you resided in the city of Topeka and/or Shawnee County for at least 6 months 
· Yes
· No
Address: City, State and Zip 
____________________________________________________________________________
Primary Phone Number 
____________________________________________________________________________
Secondary Phone Number  
____________________________________________________________________________
Institution you’re currently attending or will be attending during the 2024-2025 academic year.  (Use official school name, do not use abbreviations):  
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________



What degree are you currently pursuing at the college/university you stated above? 
Check one: 
· Associates (2-year program)
· Technical School
· Bachelors (4-year program)
· Masters/Graduate School
· Doctoral
What is your Major, Minor or field of study 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Major 
_____________________________________________________________________________
Minor 
______________________________________________________________________________

Graduates,  Indicate your field of study: 
______________________________________________________________________________
Expected Graduation Date. (Month and Year)  
______________________________________________________________________________
What is the Highest Educational Level of your Parent/s 
· High School/GED
· Associate’s degree
· Bachelor's Degree
· Advanced Degree
Have you previously been awarded a MANA de Topeka Scholarship? 
· Yes
· No



If yes when?  
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
How did you find out about the MANA de Topeka Scholarship? 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Personal Statement/Answer Questions
Essay Question (12pt and no more than 2 pages) 
What is your cultural background and what does it mean to you to be Latina/e?
· Explain any special circumstances or challenges you and/or your family have faced?
· What are your educational and career goals?
· How would this scholarship be helpful to you for your education?

What is your current GPA in high school or college? Have you taken any accelerated or advanced courses? Are you involved in any academic groups? Mention any other relevant academic achievement information below. 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
We need a copy of your transcript, please send in this this application. 


Do you currently have, or have you previously held any leadership positions? These may include, but not limited to officers in school clubs or activities, supervising positions, mentoring projects, or other activities for which you were responsible. 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Please describe any volunteer work you have conducted within your community. If possible, please state the number of hours you have spent performing volunteer work.  
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Please explain your family’s financial situation. Have you applied for financial aid? If so, have you been approved? What financial assistance are you expecting to receive (scholarships, grants, loans, jobs, family support)? 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
All the information in this form is true and complete to the best of my knowledge. I hereby give the MANA de Topeka Scholarship Committee permission to share this information for the purpose of recruitment, public relations, and assessment. 
· I agree
· I disagree

Signature: _____________________________________________________________________
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